REGILDING THE CRESCENT
who not only restrained the brutish Kurds from
loot and massacre, but (what must have been far
harder) restrained themselves as well. In Stam-
boul, even at the height of the excitement, with
the rabble shouting itself hoarse for the Sheri'at
(i.e. Koranic law), he found the rebel soldiers
invariably courteous to foreigners and quick to
thrust their more importunate countrymen on
one side to make way for them. Those who
never have a good word for the Turk were fond
of saying at the time that their solicitude was
merely dictated by fear lest harm should befall a
European at their hands. This consideration
might, no doubt, have applied to European
residents of position, or even to such tourists as
went abroad with the gold-laced kawass from
the Consulate, but the writer went without such
protection, and, being an obscure individual with
only a handful of acquaintances in the city,
might have gone under in the crowd without
inquiry being made for days. Why, then, grudge
these men the credit of honestly recognising that
he had no part in the causes of their discontent
and of determining therefore to protect him
from insult ? It is not to be denied that their
hopeless revolt against the Committee of Union
and Progress involved some hatred of foreigners
generally. The softas assiduously spread the
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